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The Attorney General 


Director, FBI 
JAMES EARL BAY 


July 15, 1968 

1 - Mr. DeLoach 
1 - Mr. Rosen 
1 - Mr. Martindale 


t .a: Shelby County, Tennessee, has ' 

furnished the following information regarding his plans to transport 
James Earl Ray from the Memphis Naval Air Station to the Shelby County 
Jail and to provide for the security of the prisoner in the jail. 

Transportation to the Jail will be handled by the Sheriff’s 
Tactical Unit. The prisoner will be transported in an armored car which 
will be accompanied by approximately five other automobiles. Four of 
the automobiles will each be manned by five fully armed and uniformed 
deputies. The other automobile will be occupied by four deputies armed 
with automatic weapons. 

A special cell block is being prepared on the third floor of , 

the Shelby County Jail. Ray will be housed in this unit which contains \ 

five separate cello. No other prisoners will be in this cell block. Steel \ 
plate is being installed inside the windows of this cell block and windows I • */ 
Bf the County Office Building, the only adjacent building, will also be ' f 
£ ecured. The Sheriff is arranging for public business normally transacted fj 
rr the County Office Building to be handled at other locations while Ray 
^3 in Jail. i 

I The cell block selected for Ray has two television monitors 

F s well as an audio monitoring system. A group of fourteen specially 
selected deputies will be exclusively assigned to Kay’s custody. Two 
of these guards will be within the cell block atr^j^ies to keep the 
prisoner under constant observation and to msuntairfa written log. Food 
for Ray will be selected on a random basis from food served other 
prisoners. 
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downgrading and 
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The Attorney General 


in guwainm “XS'lSoS'ta r, a ‘ ‘ ,cp,jUss l ° ■» «««» 

Ssoo'l’CC;^ ol^Prlsmisf fa 

Ray. °" a contlnuln 3 ‘ ) nnm •» one, ol the deputlea who wUl bo handling 


H _ . T . his 1 f atter be closely followed and any pertinent 

developments wlU be promptly brought to your attention! 


1 ~ Mr. Fred M. Vinson, Jr. 
Assistant Attorney General 


NOTE: 


Classified Secret as material received from Department 
regarding plans for Ray's removal has been so classified. 
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